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We frequently discuss the habitat, stream function 

and water quality improvements resulting from the 

work that the Siuslaw Watershed Council (SWC) 

accomplishes.  There are also economic benefits to 

local communities from SWC monitoring, 

restoration, and education efforts. 

  

Restoration projects, such as large woody debris 

(LWD) placement, enhance both aquatic habitat and 

the local and regional economy.  With LWD projects, 

the SWC may purchase logs and contract for the 

hauling of logs, and hire local tree fallers and heavy 

equipment operators.  Even with the larger scale 

projects, when companies such as Columbia 

Helicopters (an Oregon based business) complete the 

work, there are inputs to the local economy as the 

Columbia staff stay in hotels in Florence, eat in local 

restaurants, purchase supplies, repair equipment, and 

more.   

 

During aquatic species passage improvement 

projects, including culvert and bridge replacements or 

removals, we utilize contractors and make purchases 

at local businesses.  The SWC contracts or does 

business with local heavy equipment operators, 

welders, dump truck drivers, gravel pits, lumber 

yards, etc. to implement culvert or bridge projects.  

Riparian fencing and planting projects can result in 

increased stream shading, filtering of nutrients, future 

LWD recruitment, and business for many local 

enterprises, including forest supply companies, 

lumber yards, nurseries, local contractors, and our 

own SWC Restoration Field Crew.   

 

Monitoring and education projects also put money 

into the local economy.  Parts for sampling kits and 

some supplies are purchased in Mapleton and 

Florence.  Local businesses throughout the watershed 

are contracted with or patronized by the Siuslaw 

Watershed Exploration Camps during the summer, 

including watersports shops and grocery stores.   

 

Restoration, monitoring, and education projects not 

only produce contracts and purchases for local 

businesses, but also create SWC jobs.  Throughout 

the year the SWC has up to 10 staff members, 

ranging from part-time seasonal to full-time year 

round.   

 

The SWC implements restoration, monitoring, and 

education projects and benefits the local economy 

with the support of our funders (through competitive 

grants that the SWC earns) and partners.  Project 

partners and funders include ODFW, Roseburg FP, 

Rosboro, International Port of Coos Bay (RR), Lane 

County, individual landowners, USFS, BLM, 

OWEB, EPA, and more.   

 

In addition to the specific project-related economic 

impacts, the SWC works to improve the economy by 

supporting numerous other efforts that align with our 

mission.  The SWC participates in the Siuslaw 

Stewardship Group, contributing to the development 
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Contractors at work on the Condon Creek Restoration Project 
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and use of Stewardship Contracting by the Siuslaw National Forest and to 

creation and implementation of restoration projects on nearby private lands.  

Weôve also collaborated on efforts to help landowners with value-added timber 

management projects.  The SWC has hosted local food showcases and shared 

information about CPRCDôs Local Food Connection, and Food Hub, all of 

which help local food producers connect with potential purchasers.  SWC staff 

and volunteers work to develop and promote the Siuslaw Water Trail to 

provide education opportunities and introduce more kayakers and other 

recreationalists to the area. Many industries or business sectors are represented 

on the SWC Leadership Board, bringing their voices to the table, including 

Industrial Timber, Small Woodlots, Ecosystem Work Force, and Resource 

Recreation.  

 

For more info on economic benefits or impacts of restoration or watershed 

councils you can read a relevant article from the University of Oregon 

published in the SWCôs May 2010 newsletter.  An electronic copy of that 

newsletter is available at www.siuslaw.org/newsletters.  To bid on SWC 

projects visit www.siuslaw.org/announcements. 

 

In the next newsletter, I will provide information about the SWCôs funding 

structure, funders, and how we leverage your donations to bring in state, 

federal, and foundation dollars to improve our watershed and economy. 

 

Ocean Issues Forum: Changing Climate, Changing Ocean 

The 4th Annual SWC Ocean Issues Forum is focusing on a much-requested 

topic: Climate change and the ocean.  The forum will cover issues of great 

significance to Coastal residents and all Oregonians.  Four respected presenters 

will address these issues.  Darrin Sharp, with OSUôS Oregon Climate Change 

Research Institute (OCCRI), will provide a brief overview of climate change.  

Bob Bailey, Manager of the Oregon Coastal Management Program, will 

summarize potential impacts of climate change on the Oregon Coast.  Burke 

Hales, Ph.D., from the College of Oceanic and Atmospheric Sciences at OSU, 

will address ocean acidification.  Jonathan Allen, Ph.D., with the Oregon 

Department of Geology and Mineral Industries (DOGAMI), will discuss 

waves, coastal erosion, and more.  The presenters will participate in a panel 

discussion and address audience-submitted questions.  The forum will also 

include an update on the Marine Reserves process from Anna Pakenham with 

ODFW, and Al Pazar, a commercial fisherman and  co-chair for the Cape 

Perpetua Marine Reserve Community Team.  See page 6 for the poster for the 

forum. 

 

We look forward to seeing you in Florence for the Ocean Issues Forum on 

March 30th.  In April, weôll be back in Mapleton for that monthôs General 

Council Meeting which will have a presentation on the implementation of the 

Oregon Coast Coho Conservation Plan and the presentation on splash dams 

that was rescheduled from February.   

 

Thank You, 

Liz Vollmer-Buhl 

SWC Coordinator/Executive Director 
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Updates on Previous Projects  
Below, you will find photographs and information from post-project implementation monitoring.  Most grants 

require follow-up visits with photo-point monitoring in years 1, 3, and 5 following restoration project comple-

tion.  These visits help to evaluate the implementation methods, identify if maintenance or other follow-up is 

necessary, and confirm that the project is still meeting the goals laid out in the project grant application.   

                        

                

Elk Creek Culvert Replacement (206-271 and WY2-037) 

Old Culvert  

Outlet of old culvert.   
Problems:  Jump/drop; velocity/low-flow barrier   

From the 2011 (Year-3) Report:  The Elk Creek Culvert Replacement continues to meet the goals specified in 

the grant agreement.  The new open bottom arch allows for passage of aquatic species; including both adult 

and juvenile salmonids and lamprey.  The open bottom arch allows for more natural stream processes,         

including sediment and debris transport. 

New Culvert  

Outlet of new culvert.  Allows for passage of all 
aquatic species at all flows. 

2009, Misery Ridge:  Shows site preparation done  
before SWC Restoration Field Crew aka Fisher 
Crew tree planting. 

2010, Misery Ridge:  Post monitoring photo,  
Year 1:  Shows trees planted and protected.   

Siuslaw Riparian Restoration Crew Project (209-1053) 
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Siuslaw Watershed Exploration Camps 2011   
 

The Siuslaw Watershed Exploration Camps 2011 are coming right up!  Please mark your summer   

calendar with the following dates.  More information will be available in the SWC May newsletter.  

 

Introductory Day CampðJune 27th to June 30th, 2011:  For youth entering grades 4-6. 

Intermediate Day CampðJuly 11th to July 14th, 2011:  For youth entering grades 7-9.                                 

Advanced CampðJuly 18th-22nd, 2011:  For youth entering grades 8-12 with a strong interest in, and 

knowledge of, watershed sciences. 

Watershedôs Most Unwanted 

Name:  Geranium robertianum, Herb Robert, or Stinky Bob 

Appearance:  Herb Robert is an annual or biennual plant with deeply dissected green leaves.  When young it 

is in the form of low-growing rosettes that can overwinter; mature plants are up to 10 inches, with branched 

stems.  The leaves turn a deep red in the fall.  Stems of mature plants are reddish and covered in short white 

hairs that feel slightly sticky.  Flowers are five-petaled and usually pink.  Herb Robert emits a strong odor 

when crushed, earning it the nickname ñStinky Bobò.  Take care not to mistake native Dicentra Formosa, or 

Bleeding Heart, for Herb Robert.  The two plants can be found in the same habitat and share some physical 

characteristics.  However, Bleeding Heart has no hair on its purplish stems and its purplish flowers are heart-

shaped. 

Reproduction:  Herb Robert spreads solely by seed.  It develops long pointed seed pods that can eject seeds 

20 feet from the plant when they are mature.  The seeds also stick to passing animals or clothes and are   

transported to new habitats.  Seeds are viable in the soil for at least five years. 

Impacts:  This noxious weed can out-compete native species of small flowering plants, especially on the edge 

of forestland or in shady areas with disturbed soil.  Herb Robert is currently infesting many areas in the      

Pacific Northwest.  It has been spotted in the Siuslaw Watershed, especially along shady or partly shady      

roadsides. 

Action:   If you spot (or smell) Herb Robert on your property it is 

best to pull it up by its shallow roots before it can develop mature 

seeds.  You will need to clear an infestation over several growing 

seasons, as the seeds already present in the soil can grow years 

later. 

More information:    If you would like to learn more about Herb 

Robert, please visit the following websites: 

http://www.oregon.gov/ODA/PLANT/WEEDS/

profile_herbrobert.shtml 

http://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/library/water-and-land/weeds/

Brochures/Herb_Robert_Factsheet.pdf Photo courtesy of King County Noxious Weed Control Program 
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Time and Mileage  
 

Thank you to the many individuals who volunteer their time and efforts to the SWC. Please 

remember to document the time and mileage that you donate to the SWC on the Volunteer 

Time Logs (available at SWC meetings).  Your recorded volunteer time and mileage can be 

used to ñmatchò or leverage grant funding.  You can fill out and turn in your logs at  

General Council Meetings.   Thank You! 

Calendar of Events  
 

 Wednesday, March 30: SWC General Meeting/Ocean Issues Forum.  6:30ð8:30 

PM, Florence Events Center, 715 Quince Street, Florence, Oregon.  

 Monday, April 4: Siuslaw SWCD Board meeting.  6:30 PM, Contact SWCD for 

information (541-997-1272).  

 Thursday, April 7: SWC Technical Team meeting.  9:30ð11:30 AM, Siuslaw 

Watershed Council office, Upper U.S. Forest Service Compound, Mapleton. 

 Thursday, April 7:  Siuslaw Stewardship Group meeting.  1ð3 PM, Siuslaw         

Watershed Council office, Upper U.S. Forest Service Compound, Mapleton. 

 Wednesday, April 12: SWC Executive Committee meeting. 5:30 PM, Siuslaw Watershed Council office, 

Upper U.S. Forest Service Compound, Mapleton. 

 Wednesday, April 27: SWC General meeting.  6:30ð8:30 PM, Mapleton Grange, E. Mapleton Rd.,     

Mapleton. 

 Monday, May 2: Siuslaw SWCD Board meeting.  6:30 PM, Contact SWCD for information               

(541-997-1272). 

 Thursday, May 7:  SWC Technical Team meeting.  9:30ð11:30 AM, Siuslaw Watershed Council office, 

Upper U.S. Forest Service Compound, Mapleton. 

 Thursday, May 7:  Siuslaw Stewardship Group meeting.  1ð3 PM, Siuslaw Watershed Council office, 

Upper U.S. Forest Service Compound, Mapleton. 

 Wednesday, May 13: SWC Executive Committee meeting.  5:30 PM, Siuslaw Watershed Council office, 

Upper U.S. Forest Service Compound, Mapleton. 

                             Announcements  
 The Siuslaw Watershed Council (SWC) will be going through a facilitated Strategic Plan-

ning process in 2011.  We will provide opportunities to participate in the planning process in 

the spring and possibly early summer.  Stay tuned for future mailings with more information. 

 We are seeking donations of new office supplies, including a stapler, binders, paperclips, 

clipboards, postage stamps, and tape, etc.  If you are able to donate these items, please contact 

Ginger at watershed@siuslaw.org.  Thank you!   

 Earn money for the SWC by signing up with eScrip.  The SWC has regis-

tered with eScrip.  It is an easy way, at no cost to you, to generate donations to the SWC 

education programs when you make purchases from participating retailers.  Visit 

www.escrip.com for information or to sign-up.   
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Siuslaw Watershed Council  

4th Annual  

Ocean Issues Forum: 

Changing Climate, Changing Ocean  
 

Wednesday, March 30, 2011  
Florence Events Center, 715 Quince, Florence 

from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  Doors open at 5:30pm.  

The Siuslaw Watershed Council supports sound economic, social and environmental uses of natural and 

human resources in the Siuslaw River Basin. The Council encourages cooperation among public and pri-

vate watershed entities to promote awareness and understanding of watershed functions by adopting and 

implementing a total watershed approach to natural resource management and production. 

 Update on the Marine Reserves Process  

 Changing Climate, Changing Ocean  

-Darrin Sharp, Oregon Climate Change Research Institute 

-Bob Bailey, Oregon Coastal Management Program  

-Burke Hales, Ph. D., College of Oceanic and Atmospheric  

 Sciences, OSU 

 -Jonathan Allan, Ph.D., Oregon Department of Geology and  

  Mineral Industries 

 A Moderated Panel Discussion with All Presenters  
 

Siuslaw Watershed Council:  

www.siuslaw.org ǒ 541.268.3044 ǒ watershed@siuslaw.org  
 

SWC meetings are made possible through funding from OWEB and private donations.   

Please consider supporting SWC education, restoration, and monitoring efforts.   

 

Join us for our  

community informational 

forum on Ocean Issues!   
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March 2011 Siuslaw Watershed Council Membership Form  
Type of Membership:  

ÄLandowner   ÄCommunity Member   Ä Industry   ÄLocal Business   ÄStudent   ÄTribal                           
ÄGovernment Agency   ÄNon-Governmental / Non-Profit Organization     

Name: __________________________________ Organization: _______________________________ 

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________________   

Town: _______________ State: ___________ Zip Code: ________ Telephone: ____________________    

E-mail: ________________________________________                                                                              
Ä I would prefer to receive the newsletter electronically.   

Please choose and circle any of the following:  

 Tax-deductible membership enclosed ($25 supporting, $10 regular, $0 students). 

 Additional tax -deductible donation enclosed! Amount  $_____________                                                      

 Please direct my additional donation to 

 Ä Where ever it can be used the most         Ä Native Plant Distribution 

       Ä Water Quality Monitoring                Ä Outreach Events & Road Signs   

 Ä Siuslaw Estuary Water Trail             Ä Dirk-Edmunds Gift Fund  

 Ä Summer Watershed Camp 

      ÄPlease check if you do not wish to be acknowledged in our newsletter.  

 ÄI would like to volunteer.  

 If you are interested in planned giving (remembering the SWC in your will) please contact the SWC office 
for more information.  The SWC Tax Id Number is 93-1234456. 

Thank You!  

The 2011 Native Plant Distribution was a success!  
 

Over 7000 tree and shrub seedlings were distributed to over 90 watershed      

landowners!  By now all those seedlings should be in the ground and marked with 

flagging tape, helping to restore riparian and stream health.  Flagging your    

seedlings is especially important as they can be over-taken by competing brush 

and be difficult to find and maintain.  Flagging them will help reduce the chances 

of accidental mowing.  Help with brush clearing, flagging and placing protective 

tubes around your seedlings is available.  Please contact the SWC by calling    

541-268-3044 or emailing restoration@siuslaw.org if you would like release    

assistance.  Funding is limited but all requests for help will be considered. 

 

The second round of plant distribution is nearing.  Watch for updates and availability of plants at 

www.siuslaw.org.  We currently have Douglas fir available.  Call 541-268-3044 or email                              

nativeplants@siuslaw.org to place a request.  

 

Thank you to the volunteers, SWC staff and donors who helped and continue to help with the Native Plant 

Distribution!  These include:  Individual landowners, Bill Cirino, Brian Vollmer-Buhl, Dave Eisler,          

Dave Rankin, Eron King, Falcon Fincher, Gary Jordan, Nancy Nichols, Noland Huntington,  Rochelle Karpik, 

Rose Tristano, Satori Fincher, Seth Mead, Tom Steinberg, Wendy Farley, Wesley Voth, all of the SWC staff,      

Bureau of Land Management, Coast Range Stewardship Fund, Davidsonôs Industries, Doak Creek Native 

Plant Nursery, Oregon Department of Forestry, Roseburg Resources, and the USFS.  
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What's Happening In Your Watershed? 
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Siuslaw Watershed Council Mission Statement  

The Siuslaw Watershed Council supports sound economic, social and environmental uses of natural and human resources in the Siuslaw 

River Basin. The Council encourages cooperation among public and private watershed entities to promote awareness and understanding of 

watershed functions by adopting and implementing a total watershed approach to natural resource management and production. 

Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring Program Update   

 

Winter is reluctantly giving way to spring.  Recently one of our 

water quality monitoring volunteers observed two steelhead 

spawning in the creek that runs through his property.  Water 

quality monitoring in the Siuslaw Watershed continues to occur 

monthly at twelve strategically chosen sites throughout the basin.  

Parameters being monitored include temperature, turbidity, dis-

solved oxygen content, and bacterial content.  Monitoring hap-

pened on March 15th and 16th and will happen again April 19th 

and 20th.  For updated water quality monitoring information on 

the SWC website visit http://www.siuslaw.org/monitoring/ as 

new data will be posted by the beginning of April.  In the mean-

time, water quality data is available upon request to those who 

are interested.  Please contact  Katie Neall at                         

monitoring@siuslaw.org for more information. 
Volunteer water quality monitor testing for turbidity. 


