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Siuslaw Watershed Council members, landowners, 

residents, staff, and agency and industry partners 

are busy implementing education, outreach, 

monitoring, and restoration projects.  Behind the 

scenes, SWC staff, Executive Committee 

members, and other organizational partners are 

actively engaged in financial administration, 

bookkeeping, organizational maintenance, capacity 

building, project development (including grant 

applications), and the other daily business that 

enables us to get projects on the ground.   

 

Project Updates 

Construction is underway on the replacements of 

two culverts which impede aquatic species passage 

and restrict natural stream function.  In the Swamp 

Creek sub-basin, a bridge will replace the problem 

culvert, and later large wood will be placed to 

increase stream complexity.  On a tributary of 

Whittaker Creek, an undersized barrier culvert will 

be replaced with a larger culvert, opening up 

access to aquatic habitat for multiple 

species.  Both of these projects have BLM Title II 

funding.  Work will continue on the multi-faceted 

Condon Creek project, which includes improving 

aquatic species passage, large wood placement, 

riparian planting and protection, and sediment 

control.  Design work is commencing on the 

Cleveland Creek railroad culvert.  Both the 

Condon and Cleveland Creek projects have 

OWEB grant funding, agency match, and 

investment from the landowners.  Hawley Creek, 

Waite Ranch, and other projects are in their early 

stages of implementation or development.  Later in 

this newsletter, Mizu has a piece about one of our 

education projects, the exciting Siuslaw Watershed 

Exploration Camps.  As part of the Volunteer 

Water Quality Monitoring Program, volunteers 

continue to collect and process samples 

Message from the Coordinator... 

monthly.  Local volunteers, PSU, and the DEQ are 

working on the Coastal Lakes Drinking Water 

Harmful Algal Bloom (HABs) project.  Restoration, 

monitoring, and education projects result in the 

creation and maintenance of contracts and jobs, 

including construction contractors, engineers, camp 

staff, and more.   

 

Curious about the Coastal Lakes? 

Please join us at the Coastal Lakes Exploration 

Meeting on Wednesday, July 27.  This month's 

General Council Meeting will focus on our coastal 

lake watersheds.  Steve Hager, SWC volunteer, who is 

retired from a career with the USGS, will provide an 

introductory presentation about how coastal lakes 

function and a presentation about weather and algal 

blooms.  Rich Miller, PhD, with Portland State 

University, will speak about the above mentioned 

current HABs project and also Total Maximum Daily 

Loads (TMDL) development projects that PSU has 

been involved with on the lakes.  The final 

presentation will address coho use and abundance in 

the Coastal Lakes.  If you live on, recreate in, or are 

curious about our Coastal Lakes, please join us at the 

Meeting Yurt on Woahink on July 27 (see page 4 for 

details).   

Continued on Next Page 
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Financial Assistant 
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Vice Chair: Dave Eisler 

Secretary: Wesley Voth 

Treasurer: Nancy Nichols 

Former Chair: Steve Elliot 

Representatives: 

 Barbara Beers 

 Jim Grano 

 Ray Kinney 

 George Uriona 

August Celebration   

We have another special meeting for our August General Council 

Meeting.  In August, we will be celebrating SWC volunteers and project 

partners and the 10-year anniversary of the Siuslaw Stewardship Group.  The 

Celebration will be on Wednesday, August 17, from 3:00 pm to 7:30 pm, at 

Dave Eisler's property in Walton.  Many thanks to Dave for his 

generosity.  Please see the event flyer (pages 5 and 6) in this newsletter for 

more information. The August 17 meeting will be the SWC General Meeting 

for the month; we will not meet at the end of August.   

 

Council Self-Evaluation 

Before or during the May General Council Meeting, many of you participated 

in the SWC Council Self-Evaluation.  Thank you for taking the time to 

participate in this self examination process.  The Executive Committee and 

staff reviewed the responses to the evaluations.  We received overwhelmingly 

positive responses.  Please give yourselves a pat on the back for your 

involvement in making the SWC successful.  Participants expressed that we 

are doing well on the items which they highly valued.  Those ranked highest 

for both importance and performance were accountability, meetings, staff 

interactions with members, and watershed planning and projects as they relate 

to the Tech Team.  There were very few "Let's Do Better" responses overall, 

and very few of those on items which were ranked as "Very 

Important".  Although not many, we did find a cluster in the category of 

Citizen Involvement and Support.  Respondents indicated a need for 

increasing understanding, engagement, and support from a variety of citizens 

or other currently-uninvolved community members.  We will work to address 

these items.  To increase general citizen involvement, we will work to 

increase our presence in and use of both traditional and social media.  The 

SWC will also engage both SWC members and non-members (other 

community members) in the Strategic Planning process which we hope to 

accomplish later this year.  We also hope that by moving our General Council 

Meeting amongst five locations this year we will be able to engage 

community members from throughout the entire watershed who might not be 

able to travel to some meeting locations.  If you have other suggestions, 

please feel free to contact me with your ideas.   

 

Thank You, 

Liz Vollmer-Buhl 

SWC Council Coordinator/Executive Director 

Time and Mileage 
Thank you to all of our volunteers.  We appreciate the time that 

you dedicate to the SWC.  Please remember to document the 

time and mileage that you donate to the SWC on the Volunteer 

Time Logs (available at the  office).  Turn in your logs at the General Council  

Meetings or to the SWC office.  Thank You! 



Page 3 

Horses Ruby and Roma were the stars of the day for a unit on forest 

management at the Introductory and Intermediate Camps.   

Intermediate Campers tried their hand at pulling logs and found out 

just how strong those horses really are! 

Above: Intermediate Campers snorkeled in spite of a cold morning 

and even colder water.  They were rewarded with some big fish and 

a few unexpected finds.  

Introductory Campers cleared a big pick-up full of invasive Scotch broom 

from the Siuslaw estuary.  Job well done! 

Intermediate Campers after a day of hiking to see some still-

standing 200+ year-old Douglas firs. 

Siuslaw Summer Watershed Exploration Camps 2011  
As I write, the Siuslaw Summer Watershed  Exploration Camps of 2011 are two-thirds completed.  We have 

had many adventures and covered a wide variety of watershed-relevant topics in our Introductory and          

Intermediate Camps.  I am looking forward to more fun and learning during the upcoming Advanced Camp.  

  

This is my first year of involvement with the Exploration Camps and I would like to express my gratitude to 

the many people who have contributed their time and effort to Camp.  Each person who has worked with the 

Camps has committed time from their busy schedules to prioritize area youths and the health of our         wa-

tershed.  Each family that sent their son or daughter to Camp showed that same prioritization.  I feel  privi-

leged to live in a community that shares these values.   

 

I hope that these pictures will help to give you a small window into some of the fun had by the  Introductory 

and Intermediate 2011 Campers.   

 

—Mizu Burrus, SWC Education Projects Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A big THANK YOU to campers, campers’ families, 

presenters, staff, volunteers, local organizations, and   

everyone else who has contributed to the 2011 Siuslaw 

Summer Watershed Exploration Camps. 
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Siuslaw Watershed Council Mission Statement 

The Siuslaw Watershed Council supports sound economic, social and environmental uses of natural and 

human resources in the Siuslaw River Basin. The Council encourages cooperation among public and     

private watershed entities to promote awareness and understanding of watershed functions by adopting and 

implementing a total watershed approach to natural resource management and production. 

When: July 27, 2011 6:30PM to 8:45PM  

(doors open at 6 PM)                

Where: West Woahink Meeting Hall (Yurt),  

Canary Road, Honeyman State Park. 
 

Presentations:  

How Coastal Lakes Operate and Weather and Algal Blooms, 

Steve Hager, SWC volunteer and retired USGS 

Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) Project and Total Maximum Daily 

Loads (TMDL) Development Projects,  

Rich Miller, PhD, Portland State University,  

Coho Use and Abundance in the Coastal Lakes 
 

For more information please contact the Siuslaw Watershed Council at 

541-268-3044 or e-mail watershed@siuslaw.org.   

Siuslaw Watershed Council 

Coastal Lakes Exploration Meeting 

Photo Credit: PSU 
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You’re Invited… 

to Celebrate a Decade of Successful Collaboration 

and Stewardship Projects on the Siuslaw National Forest 

(Hosted by Siuslaw National Forest, Cascade Pacific RC&D, Siuslaw 

Watershed Council, and Siuslaw SWCD) 

What: 10-year Celebration of the Siuslaw Stewardship Group, and the Siuslaw            

Watershed Council's Annual Volunteer and Partner Appreciation Picnic 

When:  Wednesday, August 17, 2011, 3:00 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. 

Where:  Dave Eisler’s field, 88804 Nelson Mountain Road, near Walton, Oregon  

Featuring… 

Van shuttles from Siuslaw National Forest offices in Waldport and Corvallis, and the 

Siuslaw Watershed Council Office in Mapleton. 

Food prepared by the Angell Job Corps Center, and from generous donations by Randyôs 

Riverview Market ï served from 4:00 to 7:00 P.M.  Please bring your favorite side-

dish to share.  No alcohol, please. 

Celebration Program at 5:30 P.M. 

Enjoy walks on local hiking trails. 

Overnight camping available on site. 

Those planning to attend are asked to RSVP to the Siuslaw Watershed Council by August 3 

at event@siuslaw.org.  Please indicate if you would like to carpool from Waldport, Mapleton 

or Corvallis. (No e-mail? Call 541-268-3044) 

(Directions to the event and more information on Stewardship on the next page.)  

 

mailto:event@siuslaw.org
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Stewardship contracting began on the Siuslaw National Forest in 2001, with the approval 

of a pilot project.  This was followed by the formation of the Siuslaw Stewardship Group, 

and the first stewardship timber sale (Green Thin) in 2002. 

 

Four main concepts form the foundation for stewardship efforts on the forest: 

1. Restoration of whole watersheds 

2. Reliance on local collaborative groups for feedback and recommendations 

3. Generation of funds to accomplish restoration work 

4. Focus on projects and work that translate into local jobs and economic benefits 

 

What has been achieved through stewardship efforts over the past 10 years? 

 13 stewardship timber sales to accomplish restoration thinning 

 50 restoration project on national forest land 

 48 restoration projects on adjacent non-federal land (Wyden authority projects) 

 Over 600 acres of riparian areas planted with native vegetation 

 Nearly $3 million in receipts has stayed on the forest, creating of family wage jobs 

 The formation of three additional stewardship groups (Alsea, Marys Peak and Hebo) 

 Strong community partnerships between diverse groups (Watershed Councils, 

SWCDs, City, County and State agencies, Tribes, Conservation Groups, Private Land-

owners) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directions to Event Site from the valley: 

Take Hwy 126 West from Veneta for approximately 14 miles 

Turn right  on to Nelson Mountain Road  just west of the Walton Store) 

Follow for approximately 3 miles and watch for the event signs on your left 

Directions to Event Site from the coast: 

Take Hwy 126/36 East from Florence approximately 14 miles to Mapleton 

Take Hwy 126 towards Eugene for approximately 18 miles 

Turn left on to Nelson Mountain Road (watch for the fire station at the junction) 

Follow for approximately 3 miles and watch for the event signs on your left 
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Calendar of Events 
Please check our website at www.siuslaw.org for more info. 

 

 Wednesday, July 27: SWC General Meeting.  6:30—8:30 PM, West Woahink 

Meeting Hall (Yurt) Canary Road, Westlake  

 Monday, August 1: Siuslaw SWCD Board meeting.  6:30 PM, Contact SWCD for 

information (541-997-1272).  

 Thursday, August 4: SWC Technical Team meeting.  9:30—11:30 AM, Siuslaw 

Watershed Council office, Upper U.S. Forest Service Compound, Mapleton. 

 Thursday, August 4:  Siuslaw Stewardship Group meeting.  1—3 PM, Siuslaw 

Watershed Council office, Upper U.S. Forest Service Compound, Mapleton. 

 Wednesday, August 10: SWC Executive Committee meeting. 5:30 PM, Siuslaw Watershed Council   

office, Upper U.S. Forest Service Compound, Mapleton. 

 Wednesday, August 17: A 10-year Celebration of the Siuslaw Stewardship Group 3:00—7:30 PM, 

Dave Eisler’s field, 88804 Nelson Mountain Road, near Walton, Oregon (directions on page 6) 

 Thursday, September 1:  SWC Technical Team meeting.  9:30—11:30 AM, Siuslaw Watershed Council 

office, Upper U.S. Forest Service Compound, Mapleton. 

 Thursday, September 1:  Siuslaw Stewardship Group meeting.  1—3 PM, Siuslaw Watershed Council 

office, Upper U.S. Forest Service Compound, Mapleton. 

 Monday, September 12: Siuslaw SWCD Board meeting.  6:30 PM, Contact SWCD for information               

(541-997-1272). 

 Wednesday, September 14: SWC Executive Committee meeting.  5:30 PM, Siuslaw Watershed Council 

office, Upper U.S. Forest Service Compound, Mapleton. 

Siuslaw Watershed Council Membership Form 

Type of Membership: 

ÄLandowner   ÄCommunity Member   Ä Industry   ÄLocal Business   ÄStudent   ÄTribal                                                   

ÄGovernment Agency   ÄNon-Governmental / Non-Profit Organization     

Name: __________________________________ Organization:_______________________________ 

Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________________________   

Town:_______________ State:___________ Zip Code:________ Telephone:____________________    

E-mail:________________________________________                                                                                                       

Ä I would prefer to receive the newsletter electronically.   

Please choose and circle any of the following: 

 Tax-deductible membership enclosed ($25 supporting, $10 regular, $0 students). 

 Additional tax-deductible donation enclosed! Amount  $_____________                                                      

 Please direct my additional donation to 

 Ä Where ever it can be used the most    Ä Native Plant Distribution 

        Ä Water Quality Monitoring                 Ä Outreach Events & Road Signs   

 Ä Siuslaw Estuary Water Trail              Ä Dirk-Edmunds Gift Fund  

 Ä Summer Watershed Camp 

ÄPlease check if you do not wish to be acknowledged in our newsletter.  

Ä I would like to volunteer.  

 If you are interested in planned giving (remembering the SWC in your will) please contact the SWC office for 

more information.  The SWC Tax Id Number is 93-1234456. 

Thank You! 
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Now is the Time to ñFreeò Your Free Native Plants! 
 

The seemingly never-ending rains this year have contributed to the rapid growth of many plants this summer, 

both those we want to grow and those we don’t.  Hopefully you marked all your seedling’s with flagging tape.  

Flagging your seedlings is especially important as they can be over-taken by  

competing brush and weeds and the seedlings can become difficult to  

locate.  Now is a good time to cut or clear away grass and brush in a 3-5 foot 

circle around your native plants so your seedlings can get all the sun that they 

need.  Help with brush clearing, flagging and placing protective tubes around 

your seedlings is available.  Please contact the SWC by calling 541-268-3044 

or emailing watershed@siuslaw.org if you would like release assistance.  

Funding is limited but all requests for help will be considered. 
 

Looking forward:  Look around your riparian area and see what 

plants are doing well.  These are the plants that you may want to 

consider requesting for the next Free Native Plant Distribution for your riparian zone.   

Requests will begin to be taken in November or December 2011.   


