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Beaver Forum 

The beaver is the State Mammal of Oregon and the 

mascot for a major university in the state.  Despite 

the elevated status of beavers as a symbol, 

questions and concerns arise for many Oregonians 

as they start to think about beavers on their 

land.  Beavers present a complex set of issues for 

Oregonians.  Beaver ponds provide important rear-

ing habitat for coho.  In addition, beaver dams and 

the resulting ponds can increase groundwater re-

charge.  However, flooded fields and driveways 

due to beaver dams can be costly to landown-

ers.  And many of us know the frustration of find-

ing stumps marred by beaver teeth instead of our 

native seedlings.  Join us on Wednesday, July 28, 

at 6:30pm in the Mapleton Grange, as we explore 

these complex issues with a Beaver Forum.  

 

Our line-up of speakers promises an informative 

and exciting forum exploring this sometimes con-

troversial state mammal.  Tami Wagner, Assistant 

District Fish Biologist, Oregon Department of Fish 

& Wildlife (ODFW), will explain the beaver life 

cycle, habitat requirements, and food habits.  Peter 

Lawson, Ph.D., Research Fishery Biologist, 

NOAA Fisheries Service, will present on the in-

creasing body of research indicating benefits to 

coho and other salmonids from beaver.  Charlie 

Corrarino, Conservation and Recovery Program 

Manager, ODFW, will address beaver management 

in Oregon.  Corrarino will provide an update on 

Oregonôs Beaver Working Group and information 

about ODFWôs beaver relocation program.  You 

are welcome to submit written questions during the 

forum.  The questions will guide the panel discus-

sion that follows the three presentations.  Leonard 

Houston, of the Beaver Advocacy Committee will 

be joining the presenters on the panel. 

Implementation Season 
Summer through early fall is the In-water Work Pe-

riod for most of our aquatic restoration projects.  The 

In-water Work Period is the time period that ODFW 

has determined during which in-stream activities will 

have the least impact on aquatic species.  In addition, 

culvert replacement sites are de-watered and fish are 

salvaged and relocated under the guidance of a fish-

eries biologist.  Efforts are taken to decrease and 

contain sediment and the project areas are replanted 

with native species.  As discussed in the last newslet-

ter, many Council and partner projects are beginning 

on-the-ground implementation between July and 

early October.  Here are updates on a couple of this 

yearôs projects. 

 

Lane County has begun construction on one of the 

two bridges which will replace two undersized fish 

passage barrier culverts on Knapp Creek.  Funding 

for the bridges comes from multiple sources; Lane 

County was awarded the majority of the project 

funding by the BLM-Eugene District RAC and the 

SWC received OWEB funding towards the project.  

See the photograph on the next page from the con-

struction site.     

Message from the Coordinator...  

Continued on Page 2 
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Progress continues on the Swamp 

Creek Culvert Replacement.  The 

design phase is wrapping up, the 

bridge will arrive next month, and 

the construction invitation to bid 

will be out this month.  Funders 

and partners on that project include 

the BLM, Weyerhaeuser, ODF, 

ODFW, and private landowners.   

 

If you are interested in bidding on 

our projects, please frequently  

check our website,  

www.siuslaw.org/announcements.  

Stay tuned for updates on these and 

our other projects in future  

newsletters.   

 

Cape Perpetua Marine Reserves  

Community Team  

House Bill 3013 reserved a spot 

for coastal watershed councils on the community teams for potential ma-

rine reserves. As has been noted in the past, Dave Eisler and I serve on the 

Cape Perpetua Marine Reserves Community Team in that capacity.  The 

team will make a recommendation about the potential Cape Perpetua site 

later this year. Please share your thoughts, data, or other feedback about 

the Cape Perpetua site with either Dave or me.  You may also consider 

attending a community team meeting yourself.  All the meetings are open 

to the public.  Each community team meeting has a time for public  

comment.  Please visit www.oregonocean.info for more information and 

meeting details.  

 
Thank You,  

Liz Vollmer-Buhl  

Council Coordinator/Executive Director  

Seasonal GIS Intern 
 

Sean Brown grew up in Tucson, Arizona and 

moved to Eugene in 2006 to attend the  

University of Oregon.  He will be graduating 

in August with a degree in Geography and an 

emphasis in Geographic Information System

(GIS).  He likes to enjoy the outdoors  

whenever he can and is excited to get to know 

the people and geography of the Siuslaw area.  

Sean will be gaining experience this summer 

mapping past and future restoration projects.   
 

The SWC welcomes Sean! 

A form for a footing at one of the Knapp Creek 

Bridge Sites.   

Sean Brown 


